
 

 

Safety and Due Diligence Guidelines for Selling 
Your Property Fast for Cash 
1. Verify the Legitimacy of the Cash Buyer 

Before engaging with a cash buyer, check their credibility: 
✅ Check Reviews & Testimonials – Look for verified customer feedback on 
Trustpilot, Google Reviews, or Feefo. 
✅ Verify Their Business Registration – Search for the company on Companies 
House (gov.uk) to confirm they are a registered entity. 
✅ Membership with Trade Bodies – Reputable buyers are often members of 
organizations like: 

• The National Association of Property Buyers (NAPB) (napb.co.uk) 
• The Property Ombudsman Scheme (tpos.co.uk) 

 

2. Be Wary of Scams and Unethical Practices 

🚩 Warning Signs to Watch For: 

• No Proof of Funds – Legitimate buyers can provide a bank statement or a 
solicitor’s letter confirming they have the cash available. 

• Upfront Fees – Avoid companies asking for an upfront fee for "admin" or 
"valuation." Reputable buyers cover these costs. 

• Unrealistic Promises – If a buyer claims they can pay "100% of market 
value" but still complete the sale in days, they are likely misleading you. 

💡 Tip: Request a written offer that details the final price after all deductions, so you 
aren’t caught off guard by hidden fees. 

 

 

 

https://www.napb.co.uk/
https://www.tpos.co.uk/


3. Get an Independent Property Valuation 

To ensure you’re getting a fair offer, compare multiple valuation sources: 

• Online Valuation Tools – Use platforms like Rightmove, Zoopla, 
and OnTheMarket for an estimate. 

• Estate Agent Valuation – Get at least two local estate agents to provide a 
market appraisal. 

• Chartered Surveyor – If you want an official valuation, hire a RICS-
accredited surveyor (rics.org). 

📌 Tip: Cash buyers typically offer 75-85% of market value. If an offer seems too 
low, get second opinions. 

 

4. Use a Solicitor for Legal Protection 

💼 Always use a property solicitor or conveyancer to handle the legal aspects of 
the sale. Choose one who is: 

• Independent of the Buyer – Don’t use a solicitor recommended by the buyer 
without doing your own due diligence. 

• Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) (sra.org.uk) or the 
Council for Licensed Conveyancers (clc-uk.org). 

 

5. Understand the Sale Agreement 

🔍 Carefully review any contract before signing: 

• Check for “Option Agreements” – Some buyers tie sellers into long 
contracts that allow them to back out at the last minute. 

• Confirm Completion Timelines – Ensure the contract specifies a fixed 
completion date. 

• Avoid “Lock-in” Clauses – These prevent you from selling to anyone else, 
giving the buyer full control. 

 

6. Be Cautious with ‘Sale and Rent Back’ Schemes 

Some companies offer to buy your home and let you rent it back. Be cautious! 

• These schemes are regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
(FCA) (register.fca.org.uk). 

• If unregulated, you could be evicted after the sale with no long-term rental 
guarantee. 

https://www.zoopla.co.uk/
https://www.onthemarket.com/
https://www.rics.org/
https://www.sra.org.uk/
https://www.clc-uk.org/


 

7. Consider Alternative Fast-Sale Options 

If a direct cash sale isn’t suitable, you might explore: 

• Auction Sales – Selling via a property auction (iamsold.co.uk) can achieve a 
better price than quick-sale companies. 

• Part-Exchange – Some developers offer part-exchange schemes for people 
moving to a new-build home. 

• Bridge Loans – If you need to sell fast but want to wait for a better offer, 
short-term bridging finance might help. 

 

8. Be Aware of the Tax Implications 

💰 If selling a second home or buy-to-let property, you may need to pay Capital 
Gains Tax (CGT). 
Check HMRC guidelines here: gov.uk/capital-gains-tax. 

 

Final Checklist Before Accepting a Cash Offer: 

✅ Have you verified the buyer’s credentials? 
✅ Do you have multiple valuations for comparison? 
✅ Is your solicitor independent of the buyer? 
✅ Have you checked for hidden fees or unfair contract terms? 
✅ Do you understand any tax obligations? 

By following these safety and due diligence guidelines, you can sell your property 
fast for cash with confidence, ensuring a secure and fair transaction. 🚀🏡 

 

https://www.iamsold.co.uk/

